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demolish the two bridges. One of these had just
been patched up by the Turks, who had built up a
framework of wooden sleepers from the bed of the
wadi to take the roadway. Some well-meaning
person set fire to these, and made a glorious blaze,
but the fire was so hot that no one could get near
enough to do permanent damage to the stonework.
The other bridge had not been damaged before,
and it was now blown right away. Lawrence had
discovered that the bridges on the Hejaz railway
were all built to one pattern, and that in every case
the drainage gutter ran out at the spring of the arch,
offering an ideal bed for an explosive charge. I
happened to remember this, and after seeing two
charges buried in the permanent way from above
and exploded without result, I ventured to
point it out to the Arab sapper in charge of the
demolition party. Lawrence's plan was tried, and
this time the whole bridge was shorn off at the
spring of the arch as clean as a rasher of bacon, and
slid rumbling in a cloud of dust into the water-
course below.
We then crossed the line and marched till five in
the afternoon in search of Auda's water-hole, but
unfortunately it had dried up, and Nuri was at last
forced to halt without water. He was very angry,
and made some bitter remarks about Bedouin in
general and Auda in particular, which did not how-
ever help us much. At last he decided to cross to
the west of the line again and stay at Fagieh, eight
miles west of Abu Jerdun, until he got more reliable
reports of the water on the east of the line. I asked
him if he proposed to send anybody to Auda to
clear up the mistake, but again he had no one in his
camp who knew the way. When I once more